Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.108; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.5.
In the title molecular salt [systematic name: triethylammonium 1,3-dimethyl-2,6-dioxo-5-(2,4,6-trinitrophenyl)-1,2,3,6-tetrahydropyrimidin-4-olate], C 6 H 16 N + ÁC 12 H 8 N 5 O 9 À , the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings in the anion is 46.88 (8) . The nitro group para to the ring junction is almost coplanar with its attached ring [dihedral angle = 0.76 (3) ], but the two ortho-nitro groups are substantially twisted from the ring plane, by 47.91 (2) and 42.90 (1) . In the crystal, the cation and anion are linked by an N-HÁ Á ÁO C hydrogen bond; these dimeric associations are further connected by weak C-HÁ Á ÁO bonds to form linear supramolecular chains extending in the [001] direction. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y; z À 1; (ii) x À 1; y; z À 1; (iii) x þ 1; y; z; (iv) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1. 
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Experimental
Picrylchloride (1.3 g, 0.005 mol) was dissolved in 15 ml of absolute alcohol. 1,3-Dimethylbarbituric acid (0.8 g, 0.005 mol) was also dissolved in 15 ml of absolute alcohol.These two solution were mixed and to this 3 ml(0.03 mol) of analar grade triethylamine was added and shaken well for 6hrs. On standing maroon red crystals come out from this solution after 15 days. The crystals were filterded,powder well and washed with 30 ml of dry ether and recrystallized from absolute alcohol (yield of pure crystals 75%; m.pt; 458 K). Red block like single crystals suitable for X-ray studies were obtained by slow evapouration of ethanol at room temperature. 
Figure 1
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